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I. Reading Comprehension
Read the following text and then answer the questions below.

The cornerstone of building Bibliotheca Alexandrina was put in June Y3AA. The
project aimed at reviving the ancient library in order to become the region's most
important scientific and cultural institutions, and a destination for scholars from all
over the world.

Located in El Selsela area, the Center of Conferences is about ¢* ¢+ square meters
with the capacity for about ¥+« « chairs. All halls are highly equipped with the best
audiovisual aids. The Great Hall is used for all art and opera performances of
international groups and scientific conferences. It really aims to recapture the spirit of
the ancient library and it also aspires to be the world's window on the world, a leading
institution in the digital field, and above all a center for learning, tolerance, dialogue
and understanding.

To fulfill that role, the new complex is much more than a library. It contains a library
that can hold millions of books; a center for the Internet and its archive; six
specialized libraries for audio-visual materials, the visually impaired, children,
microforms, rare books, and special collections; three museums for antiquities,
manuscripts, and the history of science; a planetarium; two permanent exhibitions; six
art galleries for temporary exhibitions; and seven research institutes covering heritage
documentation, calligraphy and writing, scientific research and a discussion forum.

The BA Antiquities museum is the first among all archaeological museums in the
world that is located within a library. The museums collection documents various
epochs of the Egyptian civilization dating from the pharaonic period up the Islamic
period, including the Greek civilization that came to Egypt with the conquest of
Alexander the Great. It was followed by the Roman and Coptic civilizations before
Islam established itself in Egypt. The collection displays about Y+V4 pieces. That
museum has started a project to create a digital guide that enhances the visitor's
experience in the museum. It introduces the ancient monuments displayed in the
museum along with precise simplified explanations. The digital guide takes the
visitors on a tour of the museum to explore it and learn more about the monument
image, or by displaying a room through a complete map in Arabic, English and



French. Images of the displayed monuments are also put into animation to reflect their
usage in ancient times.

What is the importance of Alexandria Library in the world?

How large is the Conference Center?

What are the various parts of Alexandria Library?

What is special about the BA Antiquities museum in Alexandria Library?
. Guess the meaning of the words mentioned in the text:

- destination (paragraph V) - aspires (paragraph Y)

- heritage (paragraph ¥) - epochs (paragraph £)

- conquest (paragraph t)
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I1. Language Skills
A. Define Y+ terms from the list below.

Cottage / cafeteria / monastery / fortress / casino / accommodation /
lighthouse / tribe / metropolis / parade / priest / sanctum

B. Give the American equivalents for the following British words.
Y. Atap Y. A return ticket Y. Abill
A lift . Two weeks

C. Form ADJECTIVES from the words in brackets by adding the most
appropriate suffix.

Tour guides must have (excellence) communication and presentation skills. They
must be (effect) even in most weekends and several holidays. They must be (success)
in interacting with guests in a positive manner in all situations. They must be
(enthusiasm) while performing other duties as assigned by a supervisor or manager.
Their work duties are (flexibility) because half of the year they work at any time.
They must be (rely) and able to arrive )© minutes prior to the first tour. They must
keep (accuracy) time records using a timecard punch clock.

I11. Writing
*  Write an ESSAY on ONE of the following topics.

Y. Describe one of the hotels you stayed in or read about in terms of:

- location and general facilities

- Staff & rates

V. Describe one of the cities in Egypt that is considered an attractive tourist
destination, in terms of:

- Location and weather

- Tourist attractions and places of visit

- Characteristics of its inhabitants

Good Luck®



