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I. Reading Comprehension 120 marks]
Read the following text and then answer the questions below.

Egypt's greatest gifts to holidaymakers - after some rather splendid ancient
monuments, of course - are fantastic beaches, year-round sunshine and beautiful clear
blue waters that teem with Technicolor fish and coral reefs. The Red Sea resorts lie
mainly on the east coastline of the mainland, north and south of Hurghada, and on the
eastern side of the Sinai peninsula, around Sharm El Sheikh. A surge in
holidaymakers to the region has been stimulated by a massive expansion in resorts
and, in particular, by the introduction of flights to the Red Sea from most of the UK's
regional airports. And although terrorist incidents in Sharm and Dahab shook things
up, confidence quickly returned to a region well versed in Western holiday habits.

Bars, restaurants and nightclubs are proliferating, and leisure activities galore
range from water sports. horse riding, sailing and spas, to big new golf courses, and of
course, what many call the best Scuba diving in the world. From the coast of the Sinai
peninsula, take desert safaris to see the Coloured Canyon and St Catherine's
Monastery, site of Moses's burning bush. Bedouin dinners in the desert, quadbiking
and camel rides are on offer at most resorts. Then of course, there's the sea: from
Sharm, dozens of boats run snorkelling and diving trips out to the reefs and world-
famous marine parks. But if you're not a swimmer, don't worry: you can see multi-
coloured fish even from the deck. A huge variety of diving schools offer beginner
courses and refresher dives — and many of the bigger hotels have their own diving
equipment and training facilities on site. No ancient tombs or temples around here,
although resorts on the main coast (Hurghada, El Gouna) offer quickie day and
overnight trips to Luxor, Cairo or the temples of Abu Simbel, but it's a bit of a schlep
across the desert by convoy, or even by air.

Larger hotels will have their own shopping arcades, usually including a
jewellery shop - Egyptian gold is 18ct and good value for money. There will usually
also be a handicrafts shop, with cat and god statues, mother of pearl boxes, spices,
papyrus pictures, cotton, galabeyas - the long traditional robes - scarves, and tacky
belly dancer outfits. Both Hurghada and Sharm have touristy souks. GB Airways
offer scheduled flights to Sharm el Sheikh and Hurghada, with a number of airlines
and tour operators plying routes from regional UK airports.

Once you're in your resort, taxis are cheap and plentiful. Public transport is a
bit of a trial. Travelling by coach for sightseeing and transferring to different areas
of Egypt isn't straightforward either, as security measures put in place some time
ago after terrorist incidents mean tourist coaches move en masse, accompanied by
armed guards.



1. What is special about the Red Sea resorts?

2. What did negatively affect the tourism movement in the Red Sea
in the past?

3. What are the various activities that tourists could do in the Red
Sea region?

4. Where could tourists go for shopping? What would they buy?

5. Find words in the text that mean the following:

- motivated (para. 1) - very big (para. 1)

- twelve (para. 2) - dresses (para. 3)

- local (para. 3) - buses (para. 4)

I Language Skills [30 marks]

A. Define 10 terms from the list below.
regime / negotiation / podium / ethnic culture / airline upgrade / incentive /
business venue / delegate / lectern / auditorium / assassination / green tourist

B. Give FOUR examples of the following categories.

- types of tours

- expressions with "hand" (with their meanings)

- types of meetings

- The "Capital” & "Currency" of 4 different countries

C. Add suitable ADJECTIVES to the underlined nouns in the following text.

Most Arab leaders had seized power after revelutions. They were figures.
During their presidency, extensive development projects were carried out and

progressive reforms were implemented. In case troops of the enemy countries

conquered their local lands and inflicted a military defeat, such leaders turned the
defeat into a victory.

IT1. Writing [25 marks]

e  Write an ESSAY on ONE of the following topics.

1. Many tourists can be culturally-motivated or inspired by conferences
when they visit a destination. Elaborate
2. Describe places of interest in THREE different cities which you could
recommend for a tour of Egypt.

Good Luck ©



